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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE IN STYLE
During the 2016 Independence Celebrations, 
Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) joined 
the rest of the country by participating in a series of 
activities organised to commemorate the 50th 
Botswana Day affectionately known as BOT50. As a 
build-up to the Independence Day, BITC undertook a 
number of branding initiatives to celebrate the golden 
jubilee. The Centre branded the BITC reception area 
with a BOT50 logo and mounted a co-branded drop 
down banner on the Exponential Building on the Cen-
tral Business District (CBD)   where the headquarters 
are situated. In addition, BITC co-branded the print 
advertisements which were published on the local   
papers and billboards.

The Centre went further to recognise the staff members 
who share a birthday with Botswana by surprising them 
with a birthday cake, a celebratory session and a video 
recording of colleagues showering them with messages 
of appreciation and accolades. This event was done on 
the eve of the country’s launch of the #50 to 50 celebra-
tions that signified the 50-day countdown to the Inde-
pendence Day. For the main event of September 30, 
BITC and Brand Botswana took part in the BOT50 Float 
Procession. It was the first time for the organisation to   

take part in a float procession of this magnitude and as a stand-
alone. This initiative gave the entity a platform to showcase what 
the institution stands for and the contribution it makes to the 
growth of Botswana. The float procession was designed to tell 
the Botswana story which BITC continues to play a key role 
in since inception.

The BITC float concept comprised of a globe that symbolised 
the organisation’s efforts to conquer the world to attract Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) into Botswana and a Business Facilita-
tion Services Centre simulation. The simulation demonstrated  
BITC’s Business Facilitation Services Centre which is currently 
the only one-stop investor facilitation centre in the country. 
Another element of the concept was the factory shells which are 
a key facility for domestic and foreign investors as they allow 
investors to readily occupy and manufacture their products at a 
convenient and affordable location. The truck was fully branded 
and showcased different logos of BITC assisted companies. 
This was BITC’s way of sensitising Batswana and international 
guests about BITC assisted companies and celebrate the 
partnership that the Center has with them and showcase their    
success.
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Enjoy this issue and give us feedback. For more information on BITC go to      

The second quarter BITC Newsletter shows a positive trajectory as far as 
the Centre’s publicity and level of awareness are concerned. This in-depth 
coverage of multiple activities carried out are an indication that the 

The Centre participated in a three-Minister led delegation to the historic 
TICAD IV which was the first-ever to be held on the African soil in Nairobi, 
Kenya. TICAD provides a platform for Japanese private and public sectors 
to support the development of Africa, led by Africa itself. During the same 
period, BITC led an eight-company delegation to the annual Maputo Inter-
national Fair – Feira Agro-Pecuaria, Commercial and Industrial de Mozam-
bique (FACIM) to showcase local products and seek market for these very 
products. Another delegation was commissioned to represent Botswana at 
the Swaziland International Trade Fair (SITF) held in Swaziland. The Fair 
allowed proactive promotion of Botswana through Brand Botswana and   

The entity continued to engage its stakeholders, members of the business    
community and the general public through various platforms during the 
quarter. BITC hosted an Open Day in a bid to promote awareness on BITC 
products and services through its assisted companies. The Centre also 
formed mutually beneficial relationships with various key stakeholders 
during the quarter, one of them being Invest Shanghai. The two first mooted 
the idea of cooperating in the area of investment and trade promotion 
during the Invest Shanghai’s visit to Botswana in 2013. Also, during this 
quarter, the organisation formed charitable alliances with Y-Care Charitable 
Trust by participating in the annual Makgadikgadi Midnight Walk. Another 
alliance was with the local media. The institution hosted the media to a tour 
of BITC assisted companies in Gaborone, Tlokweng and Mogoditshane.   

BITC and Brand Botswana were pivotal to the Independence Celebrations. 
The Centre joined the rest of the country by participating in a series of 
activities organised to commemorate the 50th Botswana Day affectionately 
known as BOT50. Enjoy this read as we celebrate 50 years of progress with 
the country. Our celebration of the Golden Jubilee goes all the way to 

organisation is relentless in executing its mandate. 

market the annual Global Expo Botswana (GEB).

The tour was preceded by a Press Conference.

September 2017.

our website: www.gobotswana.com!
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BITC staff at the launch of the #50 for 50 as a 
build up to the BOT50 Independence Celebration. 

  

The BITC float was mounted on a branded hoarse and 
trailer flatbed. There were members of the BITC team 
aboard who volunteered to simulate BITC service. The 
staff also took advantage of this assignment to showcase 
patriotism on this national stage. The staff was stationed 
at various points on the flatbed to compliment the props 
which were mounted on the float. 

Brand Botswana also took advantage of the platform to 
flaunt the colourful Pridemark on a separate flatbed. This 
fully branded horse and trailer strutted at the end of the 
float procession following a huge mine truck which fasci-
nated a lot of people in the stadium. This light box 
summed up the Botswana story as the Pridemark is a 
symbol of pride for the nation. Earlier on, during the 
launch of the #50 to 50, Brand Botswana also commemo-
rated the day by giving BITC employees cupcakes with a 
key message about Botswana’s history. 

The organisation’s contribution to the celebrations was 
not only limited to these initiatives as some employees 
continued to give strategic advice that has contributed 
towards the success of the celebrations. BITC as a 
United and Proud corporate citizen, will continue to   

The Botswana media was hosted to a tour of BITC 

Mogoditshane area on July 26, 2016.
assisted companies in the Gaborone, Tlokweng and

The day was preceded by a Press Conference which 
was hosted at a BITC assisted company, Gabs Bedding 
Pty Ltd. The media host, BITC Chief Executive, Letsebe 
Sejoe presented on BITC’s milestone under the Busi-
ness Facilitation and Export Development & Promotion 
functions. This chance also gave Gabs Bedding a 
platform to express their gratitude towards BITC for the 
services rendered over the years and gave a brief over-
view of the challenges they are facing as a local       
producer.

The Managing Director of Gabs Bedding, Mr. Ray 
Morgan explaining the process of manufacturing 
mattresses to the journalists during a media tour led 
by the Chief Executive of BITC, Mr. Letsebe Sejoe.  

This media tour was not a first for BITC, the organisation 
has previously taken the media on a tour of companies 
based in Gaborone and her locality and also in Franci- 
stown in 2015. The objective of the Media Tour was to 
demonstrate and showcase BITC assisted companies 
and most importantly shine a spotlight on the Business 
Facilitation and Export Development & Promotion func-
tions. Like the previous tours, this one gave the local 
media first-hand understanding of how the selected 
companies operated. It also gave them a full under-
standing of how these companies have benefited from 
the various services offered by BITC.  

The companies that were toured were Gabs Bedding 
which is located in the Phakalane Industrial Area. The 
company manufactures beds and furniture, Babic Hold-
ings in Tlokweng, which manufactures stationery 
(envelopes and books), Alpha Access Botswana in the 
Gaborone West Industrial Area, which manufactures 
condoms and Lithoflex in Mogoditshane which manu-

The tour generally presented each company with an 
opportunity to market themselves and enhance their 
publicity within the media arena. BITC was able to 
create awareness on these companies and different 
services offered by the Centre. In addition, media learnt 
about how companies are accredited to BITC and the 
benefits of this accreditation. The media coverage went 
beyond just the tour day as the companies visited 
continued to receive media coverage on their opera-
tions as media now knew what they manufacture, where 
they were located and where they export or sell their   
products to.

showcase the success story of Botswana and remain st- 
eadfast in efforts of attracting investment into Botswana. 

factures ink.
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The Head of Delegation for Botswana, Minister for Presidential Affairs and Public Administration, Hon. Eric 
Molale and Vice Chairman of Business Botswana northern region, Mr. Palalani Moitlhobogi at the Botswana
stall during the TICAD IV exhibition in Nairobi, Kenya.

Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) 
participated in the historic TICAD IV which was the 
first-ever to be held on the African soil in Nairobi, 
Kenya from the 26th to the 28th August 2016. TICAD 
provides a platform for Japanese private and public 
sectors to support the development of Africa, led by 
Africa itself. TICAD is a process in which Africa draws 
up a brilliant blue-print for its own development under 
the principle of “From Aid to Trade and from Debt to 
Investment.” 

The Head of Delegation for Botswana was the Minister for 
Presidential Affairs and Public Administration, Hon. Eric 
Molale. The delegation comprised of high profile govern-
ment officials comprising of the Minister of Infrastructure, 
Science and Technology, Hon. Nonofo Molefhi, the then 
Assistant Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry, 
Advocate Sadique Kebonang, Deputy Permanent Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry, Ms. 
Nelly Senegelo, the Ambassadors of Botswana to Japan, 
Ethiopia and Kenya, His Excellency Jacob Nkate, Her 
Excellency Punky M. Molefhe and His Excellency John 
Moreti respectively. Additionally, there was the Executive 
Director, Business Facilitation for Botswana Investment 
and Trade Centre, Mr. Reginald Selelo, Directors from the 
Ministries of Finance and Development Planning and 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Ms. 
Keineetse Lepekoane and Mr. Daniel Kgasa. The delega-
tion also had representatives from Business Botswana 
comprising of the Vice Chairman of Business Botswana 
northern region, Mr. Palalani Moitlhobogi and Ms. Motheo 
Maje. 

through industrialization and diversification. The Forum 
was aimed to support on-going efforts to make Africa’s 
private sector more vigorous, independent and competitive 
as well as integrating the African private sector into global 

The Business Forum comprised a number of segments 
designed to facilitate high level engagements and business 
networking between African business leaders and their 
Japanese counterparts. The highlights included Africa-
Japan Expo 2016, Africa-Japan Business Conference, 
Business Networking Sessions and Field Trips, Policy 
Dialogue over the role of Africa’s private sector in the 
African continent’s development and a full plenary session 
of TICAD dedicated to High-level Business Dialogue 
between TICAD’s political leaders (Heads of State) and the 
Business leaders (Corporate Chief Executives).  

The Africa - Japan Business Conference provided a meet-
ing place to shape development solutions. The seminar  

 
o  Presentations on the business environment, investment 

 
 

 

The Africa - Japan Business Forum was held on the 
margins of TICAD VI whose thematic thrust is aligned 
towards boosting Africa’s economic transformation  

markets. 

available in Japan and Africa.

covered the following:

incentives and business potential.

and the Japanese Business community.

Showcasing business and investment opportunities o

o Creating networking opportunities for strategic
   partnerships.

Open dialogue and interaction between Africa officials o

The TICAD VI Ministerial Pre - Conference, which was a 
high level ministerial engagement on the Nairobi Declara-
tion Draft outcome and finalization of the 
outcome document.
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Ms. Salome Kamela, a Brand Botswana representa-
tive at the Swaziland International Trade Fair in 

The Executive Director, International Business, 
India (A), Morulaganyi Masalila, the Secretary of the 
Republic of Botswana in China, Mr. Kago Thupa 
with the Director General of the UNIDO, Li Yong and 

to the conference and showcased the potential for 
expanded economic collaboration between Africa and 
Japan. African countries were allocated a pavilion and 
Botswana was allocated a booth, where BITC show-
cased Botswana manufactured products and delivered 

The Africa - Japan Business Expo 2016, ran parallel 

Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) 
took part in the 2016 Swaziland International Trade 
Fair (SITF), held at the Mavuso Exhibition Centre in 
Manzini, Swaziland on the August 26 - September 
5, 2016. BITC took along Botswana products for 
promotion and proactively promoted Botswana  
and the upcoming annual Global Expo Botswana   

The 2016 Swaziland International Trade Fair was 
themed: “Development Unusual:  Swaziland Interna-
tional Trade Fair paves a way for SADC’s industrializa-
tion and infrastructure development for regional pros-
perity.” This annual exhibition attracted different stake-
holders such as government ministries, parastatals, 
private companies and individual participants to exhibit 

The exhibition organisers also organised a Business 
Seminar which was ran concurrent to the exhibition.The 
Project Manager, GEB Dipopego Julius Tsheko took 
advantage of this platform to make a presentation 

Manzini.  

on trade and investment opportunities in Botswana. This 
is a continuous effort by BITC to lure investors   
Botswana.

Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) and 
Invest Shanghai first mooted the idea of cooperat-
ing in the area of investment and trade promotion 
during the Invest Shanghai’s visit to Botswana in 
2013. This was followed by a reciprocating visit to 
Shanghai by BITC where it was agreed that the 
organisations will formalise the cooperation by 
entering into a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU).

The MOU broadly recognises the need to enhance 
economic ties between Botswana and the Chinese 
Province of Shanghai and the importance of determin-
ing the modalities to facilitate implementation of their .  
bilateral and investment activities.

When speaking during the signing ceremony the Presi-
dent of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO) Invest Shanghai, Li Yong 
provided an overview of Shanghai’s importance as an 
economic hub in China. He elucidated that Invest 
Shanghai has a dual mandate of attracting FDI into 

UNIDO head office in Washington will be very pleased 
with the signing of the MOU between the organisations. 

The BITC representative provided a high level overview 
of Botswana’s credentials as an investment destination 
for Shanghai companies and invited UNIDO Invest 
Shanghai to send a business delegation to Botswana to 
explore investment opportunities. Copies of the Chinese 
version of BITC’s Investor Handbook were provided to 
UNIDO Invest Shanghai for distribution to Shanghai 
companies.

Shanghai and assisting Shanghai companies to 
expand to overseas markets such as Africa. The Presi-
dent of UNIDO Invest Shanghai pointed out that

the Invest Shanghai delegation. 

 information on Botswana as an investment destination. 
Japan had a pavilion as well and about 100 companies   
 from Japan were represented.

(GEB).  

their products. 
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Botswana Investment and Trade Centre continues 
to engage its stakeholders, members of the busi-
ness community and the general public through 
various platforms. On September 23, 2016, BITC 
hosted an Open Day in a bid to engage the public 
and business community on its service offering 
including sharing investment and trade opportuni-
ties. The initiative also gave the organisation an 
opportunity to ensure presence and awareness 
creation for BITC. This Open Day coincided with 
the launch of the Central Business District which 
was held at the Three Dikgosi Monument and 
officially opened by the President of the Republic 
of Botswana, His Excellency Lieutenant General Dr  

BITC Open Day 4

FACIM FAIR

BITC Open Day 8

Seretse Khama Ian Khama.

The companies which exhibited had the opportunity to 
showcase and sell their products which varied from 
processed foods, leather goods, mobile phones, 
textiles, bedding and other goods. These companies 
are a testimony to the various interventions received 
from BITC in facilitating them for various processes 
including export promotion, factory space, work and 
residence permits for foreign business investing in 
Botswana. Most of these companies’ products carry the 
pride mark which is facilitated by Brand Botswana.

For BITC, this event presented an opportunity to share 
the various investment opportunities available to attract 
domestic investors. It also offered an opportunity to 
market the upcoming Global Expo Botswana to the 
various companies and members of the public to 
register to participate in this very important event.

No. Name of Company Sector Type of Business

 1
 2

 3

 4

 5

 6
 7

 8

 9

Lebang Setso
Setso

Arona

Chloride Exide

Divine Morula

Earth Vitamins
Ditec Mobile

Dorris Ntshingane

Glam Collections

Leather / Manufacturing

Manufacturing/ Processing

Manufacturing

Manufacturing

Manufacturing / Processing
Manufacturing / Processing

Manufacturing

Manufacturing

Manufacturing

Manufacturing of Leather products

Canning of processed meat / serobe 

Manufacturing of Cooking Oil

Manufacturing of car batteries

Manufacturing of Morula products

Meat Processing
Cellphone Manufacturing

Decor

Bedding Manufacturing

BOTSWANA TAKES PART IN 2016 FACIM FAIR IN MAPUTO 
 The annual Maputo International Fair – Feira 

Agro-Pecuaria, Comercial and Industrial de 
Mozambique (FACIM) took place from the 29th 
August to the 4th September 2016 as an annual 
international trade event that presents privileged 
meeting point for producers, investors, importers, 
exporters and buyers.  Botswana Investment and 
Trade Centre (BITC) mobilized eight (8) local manu-
facturers from different sectors of the economy to 
participate at this show and continue to explore market 
opportunities and increase international market share. 

 The companies that took part in this year’s expo are, 
Thompson Medical, who specialize in medical surgical



MAKGADIKGADI PANS MIDNIGHT WALK, A MEMORABLE
EXPERIENCE FOR THE BITC TEAM 
 

7

Botswana Investment and Trade Centre found it fit to 
participate in the charitable Makgadikgadi Pans 
Midnight Walk which took place from August 19 -22, 
2016, as an effort to support the Y- Care Charitable 
Trust under the organisation’s Corporate Social 
Investment (CSI). The Makgadikgadi Pan, a salt pan 
situated in the middle of the dry savanna of north-
eastern Botswana, is one of the largest salt flats in the 
world. The pan is all that remains of the formerly 

equipment, Nortex, a manufacturer of towels and gowns 
based in Francistown, Botswana Meat Commission, sell 
fresh and corned beef, Flotek, manufacturer of PVC pipes 
and tanks, Ditec Mobile Botswana, manufacturer of 
mobile phones, Gabz Bedding, furniture and household

The main objective of participating at FACIM was to 
continue to promote Botswana products for possible 
export opportunities as well as to strengthen trade 
relations and economic integration of Mozambique and 
Botswana. BITC planned this mission to expose Botswana 
products on the international map to provide market 
access and trade opportunities not only Mozambique 

Botswana companies actively showcased their products 
and engaged with buyers including members of the public. 
Organized by IPEX (Instituto para a Promoção de Expor-
tações), the FACIM Maputo International Fair attracted 
over 85,000 visitors with a total of 3,430 exhibitors taking 

 enormous Lake Makgadikgadi.

The annual Midnight Walk across the pan was embraced 
by adventure lovers from parastatals, companies and 
individuals who have charitable hearts as the proceeds of 
the Walk go towards assisting the under privileged 
children and members of the community. This annual 
Midnight Walk covered a stretch of 100 km across the 
pan. The arrival point was Mosu Village. The Walk started 
from Mosu to Lekhubu Island. The Walk was planned 
such that the walkers transverse the salty pan over night 
and arrive at Lekhubu Island in the early hours of the next 
morning. 

This beautiful experience of walking under a clear midnight 
sky is such a fulfilling and soul-searching experience. The 
pans themselves are salty desert whose only plant life is a 
thin layer of blue-green algae. However the fringes of the 
pan are salt marshes and further out these are circled by 
grassland and then shrubby savanna. The prominent 
baobab trees found in the area function as local landmarks 
a sight visually appealing to domestic and international 
tourists. 

The Makgadikgadi Pan is located in the southeast of the 
Okavango Delta and surrounded by the Kalahari Desert, 
Makgadikgadi is technically not a single pan but many 
pans with sandy desert in between, the largest being the 
Sua (Sowa), Nwetwe and Nxai Pans. The largest individual 
pan is about 1,900 sq mi (4,921.0 km2). These salt pans 
cover 6,200 sq mi (16,057.9 km2) in the Kalahari Basin and 
form the bed of the ancient Lake Makgadikgadi, which 
evaporated many millennia ago. Archaeological recovery 
in the Makgadikgadi has revealed the presence of 
pre-historic man through abundant finds of stone tools; 
some of these tools have been dated sufficiently early to 
establish their origin as earlier than the era of Homo 
sapiens.

Speaking at the closing ceremony, the chairman of Y-Care 
Charitable Trust, Mr. Modise Keofhethile assured the 
corporate sponsors and individual participants that the 
money has been raised would go to good use. In his state-
ment he said, “Thank you for giving us your money. What 
we do with your money is that we pass it to good causes 
that desperately need funds.” Keofhethile urged the spon-
sors to continue their kind donations towards this noble 
cause and encouraged them to continue to contribute their 
time and money to help to those in need. Keofhethile also 
thanked everyone who assisted with supporting the team 
that was tasked with “walking for charity” at the 2016 

cleaning chemicals and an artist and affliate to the Wom-
en in Business Association, Ms Ntshingane.

Swaziland. 

part among these 680 being foreign exhibitors.

Y- Care Makgadikgadi Pans Midnight Walk.
Makgadikgadi Midnight Walk - BITC Team 

but also in the region and globally as the exhibitor profiling 
at this show included national pavilions from Germany, 
France, Italy, Portugal, South Africa, Turkey Zambia and  



  
 

  

  

  

  


