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Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) hosted 
the 12th edition of Global Expo Botswana (GEB) 
themed, “Unlocking Business Opportunities For 
Economic Growth,” from the 31St October 2017 to the 
3rd November 2017 at Fairgrounds in Gaborone. 

The 2017 GEB was officially opened by the Vice 
President of the Republic of Botswana, His Honor 
Mokgweetsi E.K Masisi on the 31st October 2017 and 
was followed by an Investment and Trade Conference 
on the same day. During his  officiating remarks, the 
Vice President stated that, “Global Expo Botswana 
provides an unmatched opportunity for the local 
business community to meet and develop strategic 
business partnerships with attending international 
investors from across the world on an annual basis.’’

GEB was a platform that allowed businessess to 
gain exposure in the market and thus afforded them 
the opportunity to build new business relationships, 
generate significant new leads with difficult to 
reach business decision makers, and introduce new 
products to the marketplace. The 2017 GEB had in 

attendence at the conference captains of industries, 
the Diplomatic  corporationsthe media, government 
officials, international and local exhibitors.

The Guest Speaker at the Investment and Trade 
Conference was the Chairman of Trans Africa (Pty) 
Ltd, Mr Manhar Mooney. This year conference saw 
speakers from countries such as Nigeria, the United 
States of America (USA), Switzerland, Lesotho, Egypt 
and Singapore. The conference covered a wide range 
of topics such as agri-business, textile and domestic 
investments. 

GEB has also been instrumental in ensuring that 
business opportunities are created and partnerships 
are formed. The 2017 GEB had different activities 
running concurrently such as targeted workshops 
which discussed the ease of doing business with 
countries such as Sweden and Croatia, fashion shows, 
and exhibitions. 

As a first for GEB was the visit and talk by billionaire 

BOTSWANA INVESTMENT AND TRADE CENTRE HOSTS 
GLOBAL EXPO BOTSWANA

The Vice President of the Republic of Botswana, His Honor Mokgweetsi E.K Masisi  officially opening the 2017 Global Expo Botswana
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EDITOR’S NOTE
The final issue of the year 2017 of the quarterly newsletter signifies the end of a 
productive and progressive year for BITC. The newsletter chronicles the highlights 
for this quarter. It has detailed articles on the various activities that BITC were 
part of that are also instrumental in ensuring efficiency in our service delivery. 

BITC managed to deliver on a successful Global Expo Botswana (GEB) that for 
the first time had a talk by prominent multi – billionaire, Sir Richard Branson, 
the BITC South Africa office held a Financial Business Seminar in Johannesburg, 
that was organised to give an overview of Botswana’s financial sector and entice 
potential investor to come and set up in the country. BITC also partnered with 
Grant Thornton and Business Botswana for the first time to host the third annual 
Private Business Growth awards. This was an opportunity for the organisation 
to award companies that we assist and encourage continuous participation in 
economic growth.  

BITC was part of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Chief 
Executive Officer’s forum in Kasane that was held for leaders from the different 
Investment Promotion Agencies (IPA’s) in the region. This forum was designed 
for Member States to reinforce regional integration.  BITC also played a pivotal 
role in ensuring the re-launch of the Botswana One Stop Service Centre (BOSSC) 
launch on the 26th October 2017. This came as a result of parliament’s decision 
to manage turn-around times and reduce bureaucracy or red tape for both the 
domestic and international investor by setting up a facility that will allow the 
ease of doing business by dealing with any bottle necks in an effective manner. 

Also look forward to in this issue is an article that was premised on our participation 
at the African Agri Investment Indaba in Cape Town and a company profile of one 
of the BITC assisted companies, Organic Fertilzers Manufactures Botswana. Enjoy 
this Issue and give us feedback on our website at bitc.co.bw! 

Boatametse Mongati 
Communication Specialist
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business man, Sir Richard Branson. 

His talk, titled, “In conversation with Sir Richard 
Branson,” took place on the 2nd November 2017 and 
proved to be the highlight of the Expo. During the 
conversation, Branson expressed his admiration for 
Botswana in ensuring good governance and in being 
the least corrupt nation in Africa. In answering one of 
the questions posed to him, Sir Richard Branson stated 
that, “There is a need to empower the youth and trust 
in them as future leaders.” He also gave the audience a 
glimpse of their new project called Virgin Space which 
will facilitate affordable space travel. 

The 210 exhibitors were from countries such as 
Poland, South Africa, Zambia, Namibia, Ethiopia, 
Zimbabwe, India, Botswana, Pakistan, Indonesia, 
Swaziland, Ghana, Portugal and Mozambique. GEB 
ended with a Prize Giving Ceremony, commonly 
known as Botswana Night which was themed, 
“Celebration of Dance.” Botswana night celebrated 
the exhibitors and introduced them to a fusion of the 
country’s traditional dance and contemporary dance.

BITC COLLABORATES WITH 
BUSINESS BOTSWANA AND 
GRANT THORNTON FOR THE 
PRIVATE BUSINESS GROWTH 
AWARDS
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Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) in 
collaboration with Grant Thornton Botswana and 
Business Botswana hosted the third 2017 Private 
Business Growth Awards (PBGA) on the 1st November 
2017 at the Gaborone International Convention 
Centre (GICC).

The Awards were held solely to recognise growth 
and excellence and drive economic growth. In taking 
part in these awards for the first time, BITC intended 
to recognise and appreciate its assisted companies 
with the objectives of honouring local companies, 
promoting a spirit of success and innovation, creating 
jobs, promoting quality service and good business 
ethics, promoting direct investment and showcasing 
the best that Botswana has to offer. 

BITC sponsored the following awards:

•	 Investor of the Year Award in the Manufacturing 
Sector. This award was designed to promote 
best practise in manufacturing and appreciate 
the company that is instrumental in employment 
creation.

•	 The Investor of the Year Award in the Services 
Sector. This award promotes excellence in the 
services industries.

•	 The Investor of the Year Award in Expansions.
This award recognises tremendous growth 
Botswana; and

•	 The Exporter of the Year Award. This award 
was designed to appreciate team players in 
the manufacturing industry. BITC identified 
companies from their database and they were 
automatically nominated.

The award ceremony was graced by the Minister 
of Investment, Trade and Industry – Honourable 
Vincent T. Seretse, the Chief Executive Officer, Grant 
Thornton – Mr. Jay Ramesh, the Business Botswana 
Vice President - Mr. Odirile Merafhe. In his remarks, 
the Honourable Vincent T. Seretse said that, “We have 
our challenges but our quest to create industries The Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry - Honourable 

Vincent T. Seretse delivering the note address at the awards.

The award recipients at the Private Business Growth Awards
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Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) Republic 
of South Africa Regional Office, in collaboration with 
the Botswana High Commission in Pretoria hosted a 
Business Seminar on International Financial Services 
(IFSC) on the 12th October 2017 in Johannesburg. 

This initiative was part of implementation of the 
BITC RSA Regional Office’s integrated investment 
promotion strategy to promote and position Botswana 
as a regional gateway for financial and capital  inflows 
into the Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) and the rest of Africa. Botswana’s IFSC regime 
proposition leverages the country’s key fundamentals 
necessary for investment attraction such as a 
comprehensive and accessible legislative and fiscal 
incentives framework, stable and flexible market, 
predictable “principles based” regulation, and the 
country’s general. 

The main objective of the business seminar was to 

BITC AND THE BOTSWANA 
EMBASSY IN SOUTH AFRICA 
HOSTS AN INTERNATIONAL 
F I N A N CI A L  S E RV I C E S 
SEMINAR

and world class infrastructure for all our people is 
unwavering and our optimism towards economic 
growth and development is second to none.” The 
winners for the night were companies such as 
Security Systems, Wired and Organic Fertilisers. The 
award ceremony ended with a networking dinner. 

BOTSWANA ONE STOP 
SERVICE CENTER LAUNCH

The 26th October 2017 marked a very important date 
in Botswana Investment and Trade Centre’s (BITC) 
calendar of events as the Minister of Investment, 
Trade and Industry Honorable Vincent T. Seretse 
officially launched the Botswana One Stop Service 
Centre (BOSSC) at the BITC offices.

The launch was graced by heads of diplomatic 
missions in Botswana, permanent secretaries,private 
businesses and senior government officials. This 
day marked Botswana’s desire to improve its 
investment and trade competitiveness and the 
ease of doing business. The Botswana One Stop 
Service Centre (BOSSC) is established to shorten and 
simplify administrative procedures and guidelines 
for issuance of business approvals, permits and 
licenses, thereby removing bottlenecks faced by 
investors in establishing and running businesses in 
Botswana. In this regard, officers from the Ministry of 
Nationality, Immigration and Gender Affairs, Ministry 
of Employment, Labour Productivity and Skills 
Development and Ministry of Land Management, 
Water and Sanitation have been seconded to the 
BOSSC office whereas all other service providers 
will continue to facilitate investment from their 
respective offices. 

The Permanent Secretary  in the Ministry of 
Investment, Trade and Industry, Ms Peggy O. 
Serame said in her speech, “As a Ministry, we have 
been inundated with complaints from the private 
sector on challenges pertaining to the ease of doing 
business environment in Botswana. Additionally, 
Botswana’s ranking in international competitiveness 
indicator such as the World Economic Forum’s Global 
Competitiveness Index and the World Bank’s Ease of 
Doing Business have also not been satisfactory.”

The Minister officially opening BOSSC at the  launch

BITC Executive Director, International Busisness, RSA - Mr Moshie 
Ratsebe and His Exellency,  Mr Zenene Sinombe.

When launching BOSSC, the Minister of Investment, 
Trade and Industry, Honourable Vincent T. Seretse 
said, “The launch of the Botswana One Stop Service 
Centre marks a significant milestone in our quest to 
improve the business environment in our country. 
Today, we launch the Botswana One Stop Service 
Centre under the embracing theme of “Botswana-
Forging Ahead in Improving Ease of Doing Business”. 
He further said that the main objective of BOSSC is 
to provide an investment facilitation mechanism 
where relevant government agencies are brought 
to a single cohesive structure that coordinates and 
streamlines processes to provide prompt, efficient 
and transparent services to investors. 

BOSSC will facilitate investors in acquiring all the 
necessary government authorizations from a single 
locality by ensuring that investors are not thrown 
from pillar to post in search of services. 
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build awareness of Botswana’s IFSC framework 
value proposition amongst target audience, while 
generating interest and affinity for the brand 
“Botswana” in the minds of investors. Addressed by 
the Botswana High Commission to South Africa in 
Pretoria, His Excellency, Zenene Sinombe and the 
Executive Director, International Business – RSA, Mr 
Moshie Ratsebe the event attracted a large number 
of South African based companies in the financial 
services sector targeting regional businesses such 
as international banks, business firms, information 
communication technology businesses or business 
process outsourcing/call centres, insurance 
companies and investment funds, mostly from the 
Johannesburg Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
Ekurhuleni Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and 
the Randburg Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
The seminar was also attended by members of 
the Diplomatic Corporations accredited to the 
Republic of South Africa.  its anticipated that through 
the implementation of this well differentiated 
investment promotion strategy geared towards 
promotion of Botswana’s IFSC regime this will result 
in growth of the RSA Regional Office’s client contact 
list in the financial services sector while increasing a 
database of projects with potential for BITC to add to 
its investment project pipeline.

AFRICAN AGRI INVESTMENT 
INDABA: THE GATEWAY TO 
AFRICA’S PROSPERITY

The African Agri Investment Indaba is the global 
meeting  place for agri-investment in Africa. The 
Indaba brings together over 600 key stakeholders 
from governments, banks, financiers, investors, 
project owners, project developers, commercial 
farmers and the agro-processing industry to discuss 
trends that will likely influence food and agribusiness 
economics over the next decade in Africa.

The two-day event had an exhibition, conference, 
business to business matchmaking and investment 
discovery sessions, that brought an opportunity for 
BITC to leverage and identify captains of the industry 
to set up businesses in Botswana, also learn about 
diversifying the economy using tools under agriculture 
such as irrigation and food processing. 

One of the key activities during the Indaba was a two-
day conference which attracted participants from 
various countries across Africa and other continents. 
The main emphasis of the conference was for the 
speakers to provide insight and perspective on how 
Africa can progress and grow the agriculture sector, 
focusing on the whole value chain from primary 
production all the way to the consumer. The key 
message for the seminar was to recognize the fact that 
agriculture is a key sector for prosperity, given the fact 
that as the population grows, there are incremental 
mouths to feed and food comes from agriculture.

The conference was divided into three morning 
keynote session areas, namely;

-  Improving the investment environment for  
Africa agriculture – ensuring growth and   
stability through policy reforms,

-  Africa’s role in global food security, financing  
the agro-industrialization revolution in Africa;  
and

-  Global competitiveness through investment,  
innovation, technology, economies of scale  
and quality reforms.

The afternoon sessions were dedicated to Investment 
Discovery Sessions also divided into diverse topics with 
moderators and panelists. The sessions covered topics 
such as understanding the changing agriculture and 
soft commodities landscape in South Africa, driving 
foreign direct investment by aligning agriculture 
with trade, industry, manufacturing and processing 
capabilities, financing the food and agribusiness value 
chain; can lending to the South Africa agriculture 
industry yield great returns, rural infrastructural 
development is critical to transform the agricultural 
sector, investment opportunities across the Zambian 

Botswana representatives answering questions from the audience 
about the IFSC sector.

Panelists at the African Agri Investment Indaba in Cape Town 
discussing opportunities in this sector



agricultural value chain. These plenary sessions were 
divided into two running concurrently, being Track A: 
South African investment seminar and Track B: East 
and West Africa seminar.

The Investment Indaba’s business matchmaking and 
investment discovery sessions ran concurrently with 
the conference and exhibition. The matchmaking 
linked delegates with sponsors, exhibitors, investors 
as well as project owners, while the investment 
discovery sessions matched accredited investors 
with agri-businesses from across the value chain 
in an environment that yields trust and confidence 
for investors and projects alike. The two business 
to business sessions provided an opportunity for 
BITC with vast opportunities to identifying potential 
investors who were eager in setting up and selling 
their services in Botswana and further discuss areas 
of collaboration. One of BITC’s assisted companies 
Impact Genetics graced the event to further market 

their product and business, for his part Monty 
Chiepe stated that the platform was worthwhile for 
him as it provided opportunity to look for available 
players, financing and investment opportunities, he 
added that it presented an opportune time for one 
to tailor make different production modules with 
suitable institutions. Chiepe appreciated that the 
Expo assisted him to find networks  that translates 
to strategic relationships, potential technical 
collaborators with the Agri value chain.

GLOBAL EXPO  BOTSWANA IN PICTURES

INVESTMENT AND TRADE CONFERENCE

The guest speaker, Chaiman of Trans Africa (Pty) Ltd  Mr Manhar 
Mooney (Standing) giving the keynote address at the conference

The BITC Board Chair Mr Victor J. Seretse delivering the welcome 
remarks
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GLOBAL EXPO  BOTSWANA IN PICTURES

IN CONVERSATION WITH SIR RICHARD BRANSON

TOUR OF STALLS BY THE VICE PRESIDENT

The Vice President and Minister touring the Brand Botswana 
Pavilion with the Executive Director, Brand management (A)- Ms 
Bame Moremong

The Delegates at the Ethiopian stall appreciating the products on 
display

Sir Richard Branson engaging Botswana audience for the first time 
at the 2017 GEB

Sir Richard Branson and the session facilitator, Ms Pat Dambe
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CELEBRATING BOTSWANA NIGHT

FASHION SHOW

Traditional dancers dazzling the crowd during Botswana Night The South Korea team receiving the award

A model on the ramp at the 2017 GEB A male model showcasing Botswana’s creativity
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BITC AND SADC HOST IPA 
CEO’S FORUM

Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) in 
collaboration with the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) Secretariat, hosted the SADC 
Member States to an Investment Promotion Agency 
(IPA) Forum from the 29th to  the 30th November 
2017 in Kasane. This Forum came on the backdrop 
of the 10th Investment Focus Group Meeting on the 
SADC Investment Policy Framework for Investment 
Promotion Agencies (IPA) which was attended by 60 
participants. The Investment Focus Group Meeting 
was held on on the 25th November 2017 also in 
Kasane. These meetings are very important to SADC 
as they reinforce regional integration. Some of the 
objectives here to:

- Promote peer learning on the implementation 
efforts of the SADC Investment Policy Framework 
(IFP) and related reforms, through the role of the 
USAID Southern African Trade and Investment Hub.
- Present updated benchmarking indicators for the 
SADC IFP and discuss a wider monitoring framework 
for investment in SADC.
- Promote shared understanding around quality 
investments in infrastructure in the SADC region.

The line-up of presentations included an in-depth 
look at Mauritius and South Africa under the topic 
“Investment Opportunities, Trends and Promotion 
Practices, the Case of Mauritius and South Africa” 
respectively. Other presentations included one by 
BITC on “Botswana as a Gateway to SADC”, Botswana 
Tourism Organization (BTO) focusing on “Tourism 
Trends and Opportunities in Botswana”, Selebi Phikwe 

Economic Diversification Unit (SPEDU) under the 
topic “SPEDU Revitalization Project and Investment 
Opportunities”, Botswana’s Local and Regional 
Connectivity: ICT Opportunities” by Botswana Fibre 
Network (BOFINET).

BITC arranged other activities to give the regional 
counterparts an appreciation of the business 
operations in Botswana. This was done in the form 
of a company testimonial by a regional powerhouse, 
Flo-Tek which originated in Botswana and expanded 
operations to other SADC countries. The company 
manufactures and supplies water tanks, PVC pipes 
and fittings. This was amplified by site visits to various 
locations in the Chobe District and North-West 
District. The SADC delegation visited Pandamatenga 
Farms, which play a pivotal role in the country and 
self-reliance in food supply, Kazungula Bridge which 
is being constructed over the Zambezi River between 
Zambia and Botswana and will greatly enhance cross 
border trade and Chobe Bream, a company that 
pioneered aqua-farming which gave the member 
states an appreciation for fish farming in a controlled 
environment. The activities were wrapped up very 
well, with the guests hosted to a Cultural Night held 
at the Cultural Village at Cresta Mowana Safari Resort 
and Spa on the  30th November 2017. The guests were 
made to appreciate a medley of traditional dance and 
cuisine and indulg in agricultural exchange.

Attendents at the BITC  and  SADC Forum in Kasane

SADC delegation on a site visit to Pandamatenga Farms
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BOTSWANA IFSC SECTOR 
PRESENTS MULTIPLE 
OPPORTUNITIES

Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) 
through the Research function conducted a research 
to sustain and enhance the competitiveness of 
Botswana. Among its key responsibilities BITC is 
charged with gathering intelligence and conducting 
research to sustain and enhance the competitiveness 
of Botswana. 

This includes publishing information relating to 
investment in, and exports from Botswana for local 
and international investors to take advantage of the 
existing opportunities in the country. BITC is therefore 
pleased to share the synopsis of the Botswana’s 
International Financial Services Value Proposition 
for uptake by prospective investors. Botswana is 
strategically located in the heart of the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) − a region 
with more than 292 million people. Underpinned by 
good governance and a zero-tolerance to corruption, 
it is one of the most stable and investor- friendly 
economies in Africa. Although its economy has been 
anchored on resource endowments, particularly 
diamonds, the country is lauded as a developmental 
success story on the continent. 

Botswana has created an enabling environment for 
capital and business to strive and support its strategic 
focus to diversify the economy into value-adding 
sectors that will serve a fast-emerging regional 
market. As a result, it is the fourth most competitive 
economy in Africa, and one of the easiest African 
countries to do business within the continent. 

Botswana’s Business and Financial Services Industry 
Overview Botswana aims to become a world-class 
hub for cross-border financial and business services 
into Africa and globally. As one of the most affluent 
economies in Southern Africa with a robust growth 
outlook, Botswana’s wealthy population presents a 
sizeable market for financial services such as banking 
and insurance, relative to most other regional 
economies. 

Botswana’s international financial services centre 
(IFSC) supporting regulatory framework provides 
regional and international banks, international 
business firms, insurance companies and investment 
funds an advantageous platform to penetrate new 
markets or consolidate their position in sub-Saharan 
Africa’s (SSA) fast-growing markets. In addition, 
Botswana has the 3rd best Network Readiness Index 
overall score in southern africa. 

The country thus has the third highest propensity 
in the region to exploit the opportunities offered 
by ICT. Botswana’s well educated labour force has a 
high adult literacy rate of 88.5% and the majority of 
Batswana have a very good command of the English 
language; being able to read and write fluently. All 
secondary school pupils receive computer training 
and are computer literate. Importantly, local accents 
are easily understood with little neutralisation 
training required to meet the needs of offshore 
companies. Low attrition rates reduce the need for 
re-training. This results in Botswana being the perfect 
location for business process outsourcing. Botswana 
has the second highest skill-set in southern Africa, 
with 18% of the workforce employed in knowledge-
intensive industries. Although staff in Botswana do 
require training, the government is implementing 
policies to lower the extent of training required in 
the future. Despite Botswana’s relatively limited 
market size, its central location and attractive sector- 
specific investment incentives presents multiple 
opportunities for investors seeking to tap into the 
business and financial services industry.

At the beginning of 2015, Botswana’s total banking 
assets represented approximately 50% of the 
country’s GDP. Botswana’s banking sector is more 
developed and has a higher degree of penetration 
than most other African countries. Botswana’s life 
insurance sector is significantly larger than the non-
life sector. The life insurance sector is also expected 
to grow faster than the non-life sector over the next 
five years. Botswana’s life insurance sector is one of 
the largest and best developed life insurance markets 
in SSA. 



11

Among the key opportunities in the sector are:

Opportunity 1: 
Financial services: Botswana’s relatively wealthy 
population requires a number of financial services, 
including investment services, accounting services, 
tax advisory and banking.

Opportunity 2: Life Insurance Botswana’s life 
insurance sector is larger and growing more rapidly 
than the non-life sector.

Opportunity 3: 
Business Process Outsourcing: Botswana’s 
complementary time zone, global connectivity and 
skilled workforce provide an attractive location 
for BPO and shared services centres. Botswana 
has Double Taxation Avoidance (DTA) treaties with 
key African states, major investor nations and 
international financial centres. 13 active treaties and 
another 12 that are either awaiting ratification or are 
under negotiation provide investors with access to an 
expanding network.

Opportunity 4: 
Holding Company IFSC: Accredited intermediary 
holding companies receive a number of incentives, 
making it more cost-effective and efficient to invest 
in neighbouring countries such as South Africa, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 

Value Proposition in the Business sector; Financial 
Services Industry One of Botswana’s strongest value 
propositions is its location, being ideally located to 
provide cross-border business and financial services 
to holding companies, institutions and corporate 
clients. With a time-zone of GMT+2, Botswana is an 
attractive location for business and financial services, 
especially those geared towards European, African 
and Middle Eastern markets. The time difference 
with the US allows for the timely completion and 
processing of data mining and cleaning as well as 
salary processing. 

Complementary Time Zone
With direct air links to Nairobi and Johannesburg, 
Botswana is globally connected. Johannesburg 
is Africa’s largest air hub with daily flights to 81 
differentcities whilst Nairobi offers daily flights to 
57 cities, ensuring global connectivity for Botswana. 
The Botswana Innovation Hub (BIH) is in the process 
of developing the Science and Technology Park in 
Gaborone. The Park will be a cluster for local and 
global business and financial services firms, activity, 
research institutions, universities and advanced 
training institutes.

international Air Connectivity
The Science and Technology Park will provide  facilities, 
international connectivity and a government-
owned data centre. Technological innovation and 
entrepreneurship will be encouraged by providing 
access to a range of technology transfer and 
commercialisation services through the Technology 
Entrepreneurship Programme and the Innovation 

Fund run by BIH. 

institutional Support Offered to the Business and 
Financial Services Industry 

In addition to the BIH, Botswana’s business and 
financial services sector receives support from a 
number of institutions, ensuring an environment that 
is conducive to business. The institutions include; 
Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC), 
Outsource Botswana, Botswana Unified Revenue 
Service (BURS), Non-Bank Financial Institutions 
Regulatory Authority (NBFIRA), Banking Trade 
Association, Botswana Innovation Hub (BIH) and Bank 
of Botswana.

Robust Investment Incentives for the IFSC Sector in 
Botswana

Botswana offers many incentives for investors. These 
include:

•	 No foreign exchange controls; remittance and full 
repatriation of profits and dividends

•	 No restrictions on business ownership
•	 Duty-free import of machinery and equipment 

for manufacturing purposes
•	 Customs duty exemption on raw materials for 

goods going outside of SACU
•	 A liberal tax regime: 22% corporate and 25% 

personal tax, with 15% corporate tax for 
manufacturing and IFSC-registered companies 
(lowest taxes in the SADC region),

•	 Negotiable tax holiday (up to 10 years maximum),
•	 Deductible training rebate of 200%; and
•	 Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) provides for non-

discriminatory treatment of foreign investors

IFSC-specific investment incentives include:
•	 Accredited companies pay tax rate of 15% on 

profits from approved operations,
•	 No withholding tax on dividends, interest, 

royalties and management fees,
•	 Specified Collective Investment Undertakings 

(CIUs) managed by IFSC companies  are tax 
exempt; and

•	 VAT and Capital Gains Tax exemptions

IFSC accredited companies may denominate capital 
in any of the internationally recognised currencies, 
such as the Euro, Pound Sterling or Dollar, mitigating 
against exchange rate risk. Commercial banks are also 
subject to a low reserve requirement of only 5% of 
customer deposits. Beyond incentives and as one of 
the most business-friendly and stable countries in the 
region, Botswana provides investors with a conducive 
and welcoming operating environment. A high degree 
of safety and security as well as a strong focus on the 
rule of law gives Botswana an edge over its regional 
peers.

•	 Access to industrial and commercial land,
•	 Facilitation of construction permits,
•	 Allocation of BITC factory space (subject to 

availability),
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INTRODUCING A BITC 
ASSISTED COMPANY: 
ORGANIC FERTILIZERS 
MANUFACTURERS 
BOTSWANA

Organic Fertilizers Manufacutures Botswana 
was formed on the 15 th July 2011. This joint 
venture company was formed between Botswana 
and international shareholders after seeing an 
opportunity to utilize locally produced animal 
waste products primarily in the beef and poultry 
industries. The synergy being that the local 
Botswana company has its own cattle feedlot and 
links to major producers in the local poultry industry, 
municipalities and parastatals.

The international shareholders were looking to 
diversify their investments in the region and had the 
expertise related to organic fertilizer production, 
as well as being able to supply agro-chemicals and 
veterinary products. Organic Fertilizers invested in 
and installed a state of the art blending and bagging 

•	 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
compliance

•	 Provision of information on the Botswana business 
climate, regulatory regime and investment 
opportunities

•	 Opening a bank account

For enquiries on how BITC can assist investors with 
interest in IFSC or a detailed Business &amp; Financial 
Services Value Proposition visit our nearest BITC 
Office or contact us on
enquiries@bitc.co.bw.

plant with a capacity of 40 000 tons per annum. It 
also installed a packing and sealing plant primarily for 
its organic products with a capacity of 20 000 tons 
per annum and a fertilizer granulation plant has been 
installed and its capacity is 30 000 tons per annum. 
By having this investment, the company can supply 
any blended fertilizer required for any kind of crop, 
soil or basic environment. 

Services Offered Organic Fertilizers Manufactures 
Botswana offers the following:

To supply locally manufactured organic fertilizers to 
suit the region, farmer, soils and crop requirements 
for all types of farmers.
•	 To supply a variety of organic and chemical blended 

fertilizers to suit the local agronomic conditions. 
Twelve products are already registered with one 
totally new product developed by the company. 
New fertilizers will continue to be developed to 
suit local conditions.

•	 To supply a high quality, consistent locally 
produced organic and organic blended fertilizers 
all year round.

•	 To supply agronomic services to farmers through 
the companies own agronomists but more 
importantly with existing locally established 
companies who are already providing this service.

•	 A simple user friendly, cost effective onsite 
customer soil analysis facility is provided and then 
agronomic advice is given after these results are 
analyzed and the farmer informs the company of 
what they wish to grow for that season.

Employment Creation
Throughout the year the company now has a 
permanent staff compliment of 25 people of  which 
22 (88%) are Motswana. In the six months from 
September to February the company employed up 
50 people in total from Botswana.

Corporate Social Responsibility
The company apart from creating employment 
opportunities, import substitution, foreign currency 
earnings through exports and payment of corporate 
taxes, recognizes an opportunity to improve the 
agricultural industry of the country. Organic 
Fertilizers Manufacturers participates.

An employee at Organic Fertilizers
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Botswana offers a unique, natural and eco-friendly tourism 
experience. Visit us for an eye opening, well-rounded tourism 

experience and beautiful landscapes.

 @OfficialBrandBW  

 @OfficialBrandBW

 @BrandBotswana       

  Brand Botswana

 @OfficialBrandBW

www.gobotswana.com

COME TOBOTSWANA 
for a unique African Experience  


